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But even if the marriage difficulty is over, there is no doubt
that the Bill leaves much that is offensive enough to compel passive
resisters to resist it. It appears to leave the question of jurisdic-
tion of the Supreme Court in a very unsatisfactory state. It de-
prives Indians resident in Natal of the usual facility with which
they have hitherto been able to re-enter it. They may not now,
as of yore, be able to do so on the strength of three years5 pre-
vious residence in Natal. Nor may indentured Indians who may
have paid the £3 tax be allowed to claim the right of residence
therein. South Africa-born Indians may not now enter the Cape
under the Cape Act. The Free State difficulty remains as it was
before. It therefore appears that this is a Bill, resistance to which
is a duty and compliance a crime.
It is remarkable, however, that the Bill, though avowedly an
anti-Indian Bill, had a stormy passage through both the Houses
and that concessions, such as they are, were wrung from an un-
willing and hard-hearted Minister. In the Senate, on two occa-
sions the voting on certain clauses resulted in a tie. This is a good
augury for the future and speaks well for the effect of passive
resistance. It has quickened the spirit of inquiry into Indian
matters on the part of a large number of members.
But, if some members of the Union Parliament have spoken
zealously in our behalf, the Imperial Government seem to have
neglected us entirely and wholly accepted the Union Government's
view. Indeed, so far as they are concerned, they appear, incredible
as it may seem, to have accepted the Bill as it was originally pub-
lished, thus going back upon their own despatches. If Mr. Har-
court is correctly reported, he appears to believe that the Union
Government are desirous of doing us full justice. This opinion
certainly could not be based upon the original Draft Bill nor
upon what happened in Parliament. The original draft could not
well be more drastic; it was so considered by the South African
Press; the attitude of the Minister in charge of the Bill could not
well be more hostile.
But we need not feel sore if the Imperial Government have
betrayed us and neglected their trust. They are more concerned
with pleasing the Union Government who represent an infi-
nitesimal but a boisterous European portion of the Empire, than
with pleasing India which, though supposed to be the brightest
diadem in the British crown, represents a people who are long-
suffering and who do not require to be pleased, much less pamper-
ed. Our final court of appeal must be ourselves. If we are true to

